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Website Re-launch: Say “I do” to the new CONFETTI.IE

Wedding season is in full swing and according to Irish brides surveyed by CONFETTI.IE surveyed, the recession is nowhere in sight. The typical Irish wedding budget including honeymoon is between €30- €40k, despite making an average income of €20-€29k. Last year the average wedding cost between €20-€30k. With all that money floating around, one has to wonder if couples are getting pre-nuptial agreements. 80% said no and 14% asked “a what?” 

So what are these brides blowing the budget on? For the majority of engaged gals, it’s not the engagement party, as only 32% of couples are having one. Perhaps it’s because they’re putting all their effort into planning the big day. Couples spend an average of 6-12 months planning their wedding. 

After a lad pops the question, as 87% of them did (compared to 12.3% for whom it was a mutual decision) the brides tend to get into the driver’s seat, starting with the ring. 53% of couples picked the ring out together. More than half of brides polled are picking out the groom’s clothes, but that doesn’t mean that his input counts for nothing. 47% of brides report they would be lost without the groom’s help! Dear mum ranked second for invaluable help. Unsurprisingly, brides relied the least on their future mothers-in-law. However, future mothers-in-law, or FMILs as CONFETTI.IE forum members call them, proved to be the smallest source of stress in the planning process. Is the meddlesome monster-in-law a stereotype of the past? 

Most couples are going for a traditional wedding. Despite the passing of Civil Registration Act of 2004 that permits couples to wed in “a ceremony room within a seemly and dignified venue,” (i.e. castles, manor conservatories etc.) 97% of couples are saying “I do” on hallowed ground. It doesn’t mean that the legislation is lost on them, more than half of the couples were pleased to have the option to wed outside a religious setting. 

Sitting at a desk Monday to Friday when you’re engaged doesn’t necessarily mean all work and no play. 50% of brides confessed to going online at work to plan their. The typical Confetti bride goes online one to three days per week for up to an hour to research and book everything from accessories to venues. The honeymoon is the element most likely to be booked online. 

The venue is the one aspect of the wedding that the average Irish bride is not willing to compromise on (location, location, location!) followed by the all-important dress.  Most brides say they are willing to travel up to two hours to search for the perfect dress. But 12% of brides aren’t even leaving the house to buy their gowns. “Confetti brides want to have a blast at their wedding, kick up their heels and party well into the wee hours. But they want to look good while doing it and finding the perfect frock is key to this. Whether it costs €300 or €3,000, our brides don’t care, as long as it is their dream dress,” says Aoife Rogers, Editor of Confetti magazine. 

While many brides say the sky’s the limit, they’re treading softly on the environment. Brides are being kind to the planet by selecting in-season flowers (60%), celebrating at local venues and using invitations made from recycled paper to minimise the party’s carbon footprint. Brides are being kind to the environment but not too nice to their wallets: 40% are forking out more than €700 for pretty petals. The CONFETTI.IE Pink Pages lets brides search for florists, venues, invitations and more by county to help them stay local. 

CONFETTI.IE Bridal Survey

€30-€40k: Cost of a typical Irish wedding

€20-€29k:Average salary of a Confetti bride

6-12 Months: Average time spent planning a wedding

87% of grooms who popped the question

53% of brides who pick out the groom’s clothing

50% of brides plan their wedding online at work

47% of brides who would be lost without the groom’s help in planning the wedding

43% of brides plan the honeymoon
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