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-Press Release-
House and Home magazine and the Crafts Council of Ireland announce new Student Design Awards

House and Home, Ireland’s best loved interiors magazine, has this year for the very first time joined forces with the Crafts Council of Ireland, the main champion of the craft industry in the country, to create the House and Home and Crafts Council of Ireland Student Design Awards.

House and Home magazine are delighted to have the Crafts Council of Ireland as our new partners for the 2009 Student Design Awards. The awards are now in its fifth year, and have to a large degree helped promote and encourage young Irish designers working in the field of commercial design. Irish designers have long had a wealth of talent to offer the design industry here but traditionally Irish design graduates have had to travel abroad in the pursuit of employment. The House and Home Crafts Council of Ireland Student Design Awards will help promote young Irish design talent and redress this imbalance, making sure that talented designers can stay close to home.

Ireland already has strong crafts traditions and a crafts based industry to be proud of, but there is a definite need for contemporary, affordable and well-designed commercial products in Ireland from Irish designers. We want to keep our design talent here in the country and encourage student designers to consider commercial design as a viable career choice.

The format of the competition hopes to address these issues by asking design students to look beyond the initial product design phase and take into consideration the technicalities of producing, packaging and marketing their ideas. Interested design students should log onto www.houseandhome.ie for more details about the competition.

The winners will be announced in April 2009 and the overall winner will receive €1,000 prize money and a customized year of support specific to their area of design. This support year will also include marketing, merchandizing and commercial advice to assist the winner in developing their commercial skills as a designer. The five highly commended runner-ups will each receive a beautifully designed award.
For further information contact Trine Jensen at House and Home Tel: 01 416 7912.

E-mail: marketing@dyflin.ie 
About House and Home

House and Home was established in 1996 as the first independent Irish interiors magazine. This bi-monthly publication features real reader’s homes from around the country, intelligent expert advice on decorating, renovating and gardening plus the very best must-have products from top designers and the high street.

Longford born Eimear Nic an Bhaird is the Editor of House and Home magazine, Ireland’s best selling interiors magazine. 
About the Crafts Council of Ireland
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland. The major sectors within the Irish craft industry are pottery, glass, jewellery, textiles, particularly knitwear, and furniture. Irish craft businesses are characteristically small in scale and are geographically widespread, but taken nationally the industry is a significant employer, while also providing viable, sustainable enterprises in all areas, including those isolated rural communities ignored as unsuitable by other manufacturing sectors.
