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The Hibernation Issue
With the latest issue of House and Home we bid good bye and good riddance to a sub par summer and happily welcome the prime season for curling up as the nights get a bit longer and the air gets crisper. It’s time to tidy away the garden furniture and pull out throws and cushions in the latest colours and prints in preparation for the season when we retreat indoors and take comfort in the cosiness of our homes. In our hibernation issue we have put together all that you will need for a snug autumn, full of hot looks and gorgeous buys.
Gentlemanly charm is what the season is about, class and elegance are enhanced by rich colours and tactile accessories. We visit the Bellinter House Hotel for a shoot filled with warmth and decadence. There’s no need to brave the outdoors to experience the autumn palette: rich greens, gold and purples are the rage this season. Since the couch will become a centrepiece of your lair this season, you absolutely cannot beat soft vintage leather for comfort and the ultimate in retro chic this season.
You’ll be inspired as House and Home catches up with Dublin born Claire Nolan and her husband Chris Pontius of MTV’s Jackass fame in their peaceful retreat overlooking the Avoca valley. You won’t find Hollywood glamour in this home; instead we revelled in the stylish mix of vintage, retro and traditional. “I wanted to be surrounded by pieces that tell a story”, says Claire. Her top design tip is to accessorise the house with objects that you have a passion for, in her case it’s vintage.

Are you technologically challenged? As our homes become more high-tech, mixing technological advances with luxe features becomes imperative. Home automation systems are turning up in more high spec Irish homes, incorporating lighting, security and creature comforts down to turning on our DVD’s and setting the microwave so our popcorn will ‘pop’ at exactly the right time. Perhaps it’s time to embrace the digital age confidently with House and Home’s high tech home guide. 

We get a lot of emails from stressed parents who are tearing their hair out over how to decorate their children’s bedrooms. Be they tweenies or teenagers, your kids like to be involved so take their tastes on board when creating a practical yet cool looking bedroom space for them. House and Home has put together a comprehensive guide to all that you and your offspring will need and want to know about colours, styles and furniture. 
House and Home’s September/October 2008 issue is full of easy ideas to make your home warm and inviting so, get comfortable and start compiling your wish list from the many treats on offer in our latest issue! 
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For more information please contact Eimear Nic an Bhaird, Editor on 01 416 7983 or email eimear@houseandhome.ie
