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Dublin, October 13th, 2008
Winter Warmers
The nights are getting longer, and it’s time to get into nesting mode and make our homes the cosiest place to spend the cold season. Read our guide to winter warmers to ensure your house becomes the perfect place to cuddle up this winter, with the help of some choice paint shades. Plannning and preparing a joyful Christmas will also take centre stage for us all in the following weeks. We firmly believe that the festive feeling begins at home, so in this issue we bring you plenty of interiors eye candy for the season ahead, as well as extensive shopping tips and a fit-all-budgets gift guide guaranteed to inspire your present shopping for presents big and small.
Christmas is a time of year when we open our doors to family and friends. We invite them over to eat, drink and be merry,  and do our best to create a festive atmosphere in our homes. If being the hostess with the most-ess tends to scare the Christmas spirit right out of you, sweat not, just follow our good hostess guide packed with ideas on how to make your Christmas visitors feel wanted and welcome. Metallics have been hot for a while now, but at Christmas-time they truly come into their own. Check out our shoot in Dublin’s Odessa club for lots of ways to make your home sparkle and shine.  

Let yourself be inspired by our fabulous readers’ homes in this issue. Designer Abigail Ahern’s chic home in East London oozes style. Use of grey throughout makes her house the perfect backdrop for her distinctive collection of flea market finds, high end buys and pieces by up-and-coming graduate designers. And don’t miss designer Sharon Creagh’s advice on how to create a chic home this winter with the perfect neutrals. As usual, we here at House and Home aim to make sure that all of your practical needs are covered. In this issue, read our advice on decorating bathrooms and bedrooms, and don’t miss our buyer’s guide to sinks. 
We have picked the reader who gets the dubious honour of being the owner of Ireland’s ugliest bathroom. When we launched our quest for the nation’s ugliest bathroom, little did we realise the horrors that lay in store. “Wow, this is truly horrible, I’ve never seen anything like it in my life!” says Editor Eimear Nic an Bhaird, on competition winner Elizabeth Sayer’s bathroom. “I only put up with this rotten, ugly, smelly, dirty bathroom because the house sits in the beautiful Cavan countryside,” the delighted winner explains.
The House and Home Student Design Awards have kept growing in popularity and recognition since it began in 2005, and we are proud to announce the Crafts Council of Ireland as our new partners for the annual award. The competition is now in its fifth year, and we look forward to working with the CcoI in recognising and rewarding Irish student design talent.

For further information contact Editor Eimear Nic an Bhaird. Tel: 01 416 7983 or Email: eimear@houseandhome.ie
