Christmas Still Magic for House and Home Readers
Irish Home owners still believe in the magic of Christmas according to a new survey carried out by House and Home, Ireland’s biggest selling home interest magazine. Of those surveyed 95% still believe in the magic that surrounds the nations favourite annual holiday and even those that feel it has lost its’ lustre still celebrate, with 100% of readers stating that they celebrate Christmas every year. 

Decorating your home at Christmas is still as popular as ever despite changing trends in decorating styles, of those surveyed, 99% of House and Home readers decorate their home for Christmas. 58% of readers use colour themes in their home while 42% go wild and adopt a colour free-for-all policy when decorating. 
“When it comes to trees, the real or fake debate will continue this year” says Editor and Publisher of House and Home Karen Hesse, “artificial trees are becoming increasingly popular with 48% of our readers choosing to fake it, the sheer variety and quality of fake trees available to Irish buyers means you can choose a totally convincing artificial Christmas tree for your home, be it for ecological or economical reasons”

House and Home readers declared their preference for white lights over colorued ones with 73% of readers using white lights on their tree and in their home.  44% of House and Home readers will decorate their home exterior this year, choosing everything from “Santa, please stop here” signs to models of snowmen and reindeers, gone are the days of the simple front door wreath! 

The usual Christmas traditions seem to be holding firm with 49% of House and Home readers celebrating Christmas at home with their immediate family while 45% of readers go to either their own parents or their partner’s parents for Christmas dinner. 93% of readers have traditional turkey and ham while only 7% try something different. 

Despite the commercial side of Christmas becoming more prevalent every year House and Home readers still appreciate the true meaning of the holiday with 73% including a crib as part of their decorating scheme.  
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For more information please contact Karen Hesse Editor on 087 8112239 or Laura Beatty Marketing Coordinator on 086 8296214 or email marketing@dyflin.ie 

Note to Editor: Full Set of Christmas Survey – Conducted Oct 2006 84 Readers

100% of House and Home Celebrate Christmas 

98% of House and Home readers stay in Ireland for Christmas

49% of readers have Christmas dinner at home with their immediate family

45% go to their parent’s home for Christmas or their partner’s parent home

2% go to their siblings or siblings of their partners 

4% of readers do something else including one who spends Christmas at a beach party

93% of readers go for traditional Turkey and Ham for Christmas dinner

7% have more varied tastes from a traditional Goan Christmas dinner to nut roasts and Goose and rack of lamb. 

99% of readers decorate their home for Christmas

Only 1% decide not to

96% of House and Home readers have a main set of decorations that they add pieces to every year

 2% buy an entire new set every year

2% bought one set of decorations and it has done them ever since

€0-€99                 39%
€100-€199           31%

€200-€299           22%

€300-€399             6%

€400-€499             1%

€500+                    1 %

58% of colour theme their decorating with two main colours

42% of readers have no colour theme but rather it is a free for all when it comes to their Christmas colour palette 
Some of the more popular colour schemes used…..

Red and Gold 

Green and Gold

Silver and white 

59% say NO to Tinsel

41% still take it out every Christmas

Real or Fake split is 51% Real 48% Fake

73% White lights

27% Coloured Lights

44% of readers decorate the outside of their house

56% don’t 

Of those that do decorate the outside of their house

89% use lights

25% use models of Santa and reindeers 

11% use models of Snowmen

19% use “Santa please stop here signs”

73% of House and Home readers have a crib in their home over Christmas

27% don’t 

84% of reader’s spring clean their home for Christmas

Of those that do spring clean their homes; 

38% spend 2-4 hours

21% spend more than 8 hours

18% spend 4-6 hours 

13% spend 0-2 hours

10% spend 6-8 hours 

Do you believe in the magic of Christmas?

95% Yes 

 5% No 
