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Habitat Ireland and House and Home Student Design Awards 2006

Habitat Ireland and House and Home Magazine have joined forces again this year to host the Habitat/House and Home Student Design Awards 2006, which will take place on Wednesday, 17th May, 2006, at Habitat, College Green, Dublin 2, from 6.30pm to 9.00pm. The competition, which is in its second year, is the first of its kind in Ireland and has been set up to reward, encourage and promote excellence and best design practice among young Irish designers working in the field of commercial design. 

The aim of the competition is to challenge students to design and produce an interiors-related product, which is contemporary, innovative, functional, affordable, saleable and easily made for commercial productions. Students were asked to look beyond the initial product design phase and focus on the technicalities of producing, packaging and marketing their designs. The theme of this year’s competition was ‘city life’.
The judging panel, which included Malcolm Brighton, MD Habitat Ireland, Karen Hesse, Joint Managing Director of Dyflin Publications, Valerie Shanley, Interiors Journalist, Sunday Tribune, Dermot Boyd, Architect and Charles O’Toole, Furniture Designer, had the mammoth task of shortlisting 12 finalists from the 200 entries. The winner and three highly commended runners-up, will be announced at an awards ceremony, which will take place on Wednesday, 17th May, 2006, at Habitat, College Green, Dublin 2. 
The winner will receive €1,000 prize money and a design trip to London which will include spending time at the Habitat design studio where they will experience first hand the running of an international commercial design studio’.

The three highly commended runners-up will each receive a ceremonial glass plaque designed by Irish glass artist Michelle O’Donnell of Glasshammer Designs. 

This year the judges created a ‘special mention’ award which will be presented to a student who they felt accurately followed and spent time researching all aspects of the brief – design, production, marketing and packaging. 
Commenting on the awards, Deirdre Murphy, Marketing Manager, Habitat Ireland said: “While recognising the strong design potential in our colleges today, we aimed to create a brief for the students which also focused on elements of the design and production process such as manufacture, packaging and marketing. We hope that through taking part in this competition, the students have gained a better understanding about what is involved in bringing a product to market, and will view being a designer in Ireland today as a viable career option.”

Roisin Carabine, Editor of House and Home said: ‘The standard of design this year was particularly impressive and some really interesting and creative products were submitted. Our aim is to encourage more students to at least think about commercial design as a viable career option. Our design students definitely have the talent and the ability, we just need to nurture it and provide an environment where they can be successful.’ 
Habitat will display the winning student’s work in their flagship store on College Green, Dublin 2, from the 17th of May until the 17th of June and will then tour the exhibition to the Galway and Belfast stores.

- Ends -

For further press information, please contact Emma Kelly or Claire Feely at Elevate PR on 01 662 5652 or email emma@elevate.ie/ claire@elevate.ie
For further information regarding the awards contact Deirdre Murphy at Habitat, Tel: 01 677 1433 or Roisin Carabine at House and Home, Tel: 01 416 7900. Email: awards@houseandhome.ie Web: www.houseandhome.ie
Notes to Editors 

About House and Home 

House and Home was established in 1996 as the first independent Irish interiors magazine. This bi-monthly publication features real readers’ homes from around the country, intelligent expert advice on decorating, renovating and gardening plus the very best must-have products from top designers and the high street. 

Belfast born, Roisin Carabine is the Editor of House and Home. She took over the position from Karen Hesse in 2004. Under her editorship House and Home has increased in circulation to become one of the best selling, most influential Irish interiors magazine in Ireland. House and Home has also picked up numerous awards, including PPA Ireland Consumer Specialist Magazine of the Year 2004 and PPA Ireland Editor of the Year 2004.

About Habitat Ireland  
Habitat Ireland is an Irish franchise, wholly owned by Malcolm Brighton. In addition to stocking Habitat lines, Habitat Ireland sources its own exclusive range of home ware and furniture from both Irish and international designers. 

Londoner, Malcolm Brighton is the former Head of the Habitat Buying Department. He bought the Habitat Ireland franchise in April 2002 as part of an MBO taking over operation of the Dublin store on St Stephen’s Green. As the first step in the company’s expansion plan, new stores opened on Arthur Street in Belfast in August 2004 and Fairgreen Road in Galway city in October 2004. Habitat relocated in 2005 to a new flagship store on College Green, Dublin 2.
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