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Decorating Trends 2006 

When do we like to decorate? Are we any good at DIY? Just what will we be spending our SSIA on? House and Home magazine reveals the results of our renovate and decorating survey into Irish homeowners design preferences and plans for 2006. 

Spring, the traditional season for giving your home a tidy holds firm as the preferred season for redecorating and renovating. House and Home readers surveyed chose spring as the best time for a room makeover, with 56% of readers preferring spring over any other season for making a splash in the bathroom. 52% of you also like to give your bedroom a blitz in spring too. 

Irish homeowners don’t mind rolling up their sleeves and getting their hands dirty but they know just when to call in the experts! 88% of you will give interior design a go while 83% are not afraid to pick up a paintbrush. However when it comes to tiling, plumbing and electrical work over 80% know that those are the jobs best left to the professionals. 

Over 70% of homeowners surveyed have an SSIA account, of them over 55% plan to spend all or part of their savings on home improvements, with 30% planning to use the money to assist in the purchase of a new property. Editor of House and Home Roisin Carabine says “our research indicates that the influx of cash into the economy in 2006 will see significant investment in both new property purchases and home improvement, SSIA savings are a great opportunity for people to invest in the home and really make it their dream living space”

Over 90% of homeowners plan on redecorating at least one room in their home in 2006. Bedrooms are marginally more in line for a makeover this year with 55% of readers planning on redecorating their boudoir. Other rooms in line for an overhaul include the kitchen with 46% of readers planning to redo the heart of the home, followed by the bathroom.  
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