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Individual Interiors Key to Future of Irish Homes
“Individualism is the interiors trend most likely to persevere into the future”. That’s according to Karen Hesse, Editor of House and Home, which is celebrating its 10th Anniversary this month. “It’s all about borrowing from different trends and mixing them together to make them work for you. It’s about customisation, creating your own artwork, mixing old with new and letting your home reflect your personality”, she says.

In the ten years since its launch in 1996 House and Home has documented probably the most dynamic ten years in the history of Irish interiors. And according to Hesse it is a final ‘goodbye and good riddance’ to some staples of Irish interiors including woodchip wallpaper, acid bright paints, curtain swags and tails and clutter.

1996 
As House and Home hits the newsstand for the first time living rooms are painted in strong colours and the dado rail is huge, interiors are a lot fussier than we have since become used to. And could those strong over the top colours be anything to do with an emerging new TV star? The flamboyant Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen (LLB) also makes his first appearance in 1996 in the first episode of Changing Rooms. 
1997 
Over ornamentation is out and natural colours such as whites and creams are in. Darker woods like cherry are out of favour as home owners opt for beech. Living rooms turn rustic and ethnic look furniture begins to make an appearance. 
1998  
Glass blocks are expected to make a big impression this year. Meanwhile, chain stores like Dunnes Stores take a keener interest in interiors as they develop their homewares department offering more affordable and ‘disposable’ interiors. Colour remains strong this year with lots of lime green and purple. 1998 also witnesses the launch of the first ‘loft’ apartment scheme in Dublin, the Warehouse in Dublin 8 (where apartments now achieve over €1m.)
1999 
The big look for 1999 is East meets West, cool, calm, clutter free and airy. The home office is beginning to feature and people start to paint their kitchen presses. Irish homeowners begin to dine al fresco with the mass availability of patio heaters for the first time. 
2000  
As we all await the great computer melt down which became known as Y2K, white is making a comeback in interiors with white sofas and just a hint of colour in the accessories.  Feng Shui, the Chinese art of placement, is also becoming popular. In the UK a couple pull out of a house purchase after a Feng Shui expert revealed it was bursting with negative chi.
2001 
Romance is back with a vengeance as minimalist interiors and high tec chic are softening with the help of subtle florals. Pinks, purples and sparkly girlie ‘things’ are making an appearance including delicate embroidered silks, beaded cushions and throws

2002  
As the euro is introduced Irish interiors are expected to go into the red this year making a big impact in all areas of design from upholstery fabric to furniture. The new minimalism is replacing clinical lines with soft muted shades. Leather and wood are also making a comeback and domestic lighting is getting bolder.

2003 
The oriental look was back in 2003 but in a cool, modern and sophisticated way. Folk chic which was hot on the catwalk in 2002 begins to filter into interiors with cosy knits and Bohemian style accessories making an appearance. The bathroom is also getting a lot of attention in 2003 with console sinks proving big news. 

2004 
Popular paint colours this year include lemon, pale green and pale lilac as interior colours calm down for the New Year. Bathrooms are getting the ‘hotel’ treatment as homeowners start to bring the luxury spa feel back home. Money is also being spent on boy-toys as flat screen TV and home cinema systems become popular. Timber flooring is still the most popular choice for floors but carpet is also beginning to make a comeback as runners on stairs and wall to wall fitted in natural colours.
2005  
The look this year is a new romantic take on modern elegance with pastel shades mixed with glittery accessories central to the look. Crystal chandeliers, beaded cushions and 1950s style mirrors are in. Sophisticated 70s style is also making an appearance with shape and pattern playing a starring role. Subtle oversized florals appear in wallpaper which is making a comeback. 
As House and Home looks to the future the interiors market is set for another resurgence with the imminent flush of cash into the market as SSIA’s mature. Home owners are on the brink of a renovation and DIY boom, House and Home is the interiors style bible that will track the changes and set the trends for the future, helping home owners invest there savings and time into their homes. 
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